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tank of nectar, as a place of pilgrimage for his
followers. He induced all his Sikhs to join in the
work, under Bhai Budha's superintendence, and en-
gaged labourers to assist them. He said that the
tank of nectar should be God's home, and whoever
bathed in it should obtain all spiritual and temporal
advantages. During the progress of the work the
hut in which the Guru first sheltered himself was
enlarged for his residence. It is now known as the
Guru's Mahal, or palace.

CHAPTER IV

Although the Guru's Sikhs, followers, and admirers
of every class came to assist in the excavation of
the tank, yet money was necessary to pay further
labourers and maintain the Guru's kitchen. Ac-
cordingly Bhai Budha and the foremost Sikhs one
day waited on the Guru and represented that further
funds were necessary for the completion of the work.

The Guru, after reflection, decided to send his
agents to different countries to spread the Sikh
religion and also collect the offerings of the faithful.
Such agents were called masands. In the time of
the Afghan kings, nobles were styled Masnad-i-ali.
Hence the word masnad was employed as an ordinary
appellation of courtiers. From its frequent use it
was changed in the mouths of Sikhs into masand.
The Guru was called Sacha Padshah, or the true
king, so his agents were styled masands.1 For some
time after their appointment they sent large sums
to the Guru, but they afterwards became a generally
dishonest body of men, not contributing to the
Guru's treasury, and grasping power as opportunity
offered.

An aged couple went to the Guru and prayed
him to grant them the favour of a son. He replied
that a son was not recorded in their destiny. They

1 Dabistan-i-Mazahib.